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CFES/FCST is an umbrella organization of 14 Canadian member societies in the earth 
sciences: www.geoscience.ca

THE UNIFIED VOICE OF EARTH SCIENCE IN CANADA

AGI is an umbrella organization of 50 American and 3 International technical and 
learned member societies in the earth sciences: www.agiweb.org

What is CFES/FCST
What is AGI?

http://www.geoscience.ca/
http://www.agiweb.org/


AGS Atlantic Geoscience Society

GAC Geological Association of Canada

MAC Mineralogical Association of Canada

PDAC Prospectors and Developers Association of Canada

CIM/GS Canadian Institute of Mining Metallurgy and Petroleum / Geological 
Society

CAG Canadian Association of Geographers

CanQua Canadian Quaternary Association

CNC‐IAH Canadian Nat’l Committee of the Int’l Association of Hydrogeologists

` CSPG Canadian Society of Petroleum Geologists

CSEG Canadian Society of Exploration Geophysicists

CWLS Canadian Well Logging Society

CGS Canadian Geotechnical Society

CCCESD Canadian Council of Chairs of Earth Science Departments

CPTG Committee of Provincial and Territorial Geologists



In Canada

CCPG Geoscientists Canada

ANHMC Alliance of Natural History Museums of Canada

SMCC Science Media Centre of Canada

PAGSE Partnership Group for Science and Engineering

Internationally

IUGS International Union of Geosciences

AGI American Geosciences Institute

CFES/FCST affiliations



What is CanGeoRef?
• Bibliographic database 

– a ‘live’ subset of GeoRef, containing references to 
Canadian Geoscience literature, currently with 
>200,000 references

– Web‐based

• A joint venture of CFES/FCST and AGI
Target market: organizations that are unlikely candidates for the full GeoRef file 



Why CanGeoRef? 
• AGI has a successful collaboration with Geoscience Australia to produce 

AusGeoRef

• AusGeoRef Launched in 2003, presently contains ca. 185,000 references

• GeoScience Australia supplies new bibliographic data 

• GeoScience Australiamarkets AusGeoRef to potential customers



CanGeoRef is the latest of several subsets of GeoRef



CanGeoRef challenge
• 2007: ca. 150,000 references pertaining to Canadian geoscience 

in GeoRef
• Investigation by AGI: probably ca. 150,000 references missing
• Most of these are references from provincial and territorial 

geological surveys, usually < 15 yrs old
– Reason: in 1994 GeoScan (NRCan) stops incorporating references from 

provinces and territories
– Jurisdictions have attempted to fix by creating Canadian Geoscience 

Knowledge Network – funding problems
• Since 2009: Jurisdictions support CFES to produce CanGeoRef



CanGeoRef construction:

• Started uploading new references in early 2010
• Some ‘automatic’ updating through AGI
• Currently > 200,000 references
• Phase 1: CanGeoRef complete and up‐to‐date by end 
2013 with at least 250,000 references (estimate)

• Phase 2: add mineral assessment reports (currently 
only for Alberta)



CanGeoRef Business model
CFES/FCST Board of Directors
•Director for CanGeoRef: Carolyn Relf (director   

of the Geological Survey of the Yukon) 
•CFES/FCST executive manager (e.o.)

Contractor for data entry:
Purple Rock Inc., Victoria BC

CanGeoRef Steering Committee:
3 information specialists (librarians) from 
industry, government, academia

data submission

re
po

rti
ng

Data QA, incorporation in (Can)GeoRef

invoicing

advice

in
vo

ic
in

g

communication

Updated weekly



AB
MB

ON

Provincial databases 
complete and up to date 
at launch (Sept. 2011)
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A commercial subscription to GeoRef costs > $10,000

Why pay at all? Google is free…..





This is the advanced search screen, where you 
can search for multiple parameters. There is 
also a simple search screen. 
This is a Boolean search system (see drop 
down, shown open here). 
We used only 2 search terms for this demo: 
‘Gold’ AND ‘Ontario Geological Survey’



OGS published 875 documents that are indexed 
with the keyword ‘Gold’(*). This screen shows 
one record, because we choose to show a Full 
Record (see dropdown).  You can also choose to 
see a Table or Brief Record. If the full document 
is available online, the link is on the record. 
(*) a search for just ‘Gold’ and ‘Ontario’, yields 3013 records: 
international peer reviewed journal articles, books, GSC publications, 
field guides, & abstracts in conference proceedings



This is the OGS page that comes up when you click on the full text link for this 
record in the previous slide. You can now retrieve the document.







Full Record includes abstract and index terms
Go to ‘text online’
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