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Infrastructure and Community

Development Program

The Northern Ontario Heritage Fund’s

Are you looking to build infrastructure that could create jobs and attract economic development 
opportunities to your community? Could infrastructure upgrades boost your tourism potential? 
The Northern Ontario Heritage Fund Corporation (NOHFC) is proud to support investments 
in modern, reliable infrastructure and strategic development or expansion projects that help 
build thriving, prosperous communities in the North.

How can we help your community grow?

The NOHFC’s Infrastructure and Community Development Program helps northern 
communities make the necessary investments to improve critical infrastructure and 
develop effective partnerships that find effective ways to create jobs and improve 
economic prospects in the North.

Who is Eligible?

Eligible applicants may include partnerships and alliances comprising åå

municipalities, private sector businesses and organizations, the federal 
government and other government-related agencies.
Municipalities, First Nations, not-for-profit corporations and educational åå

institutions may apply individually. 

What is Eligible?

Essential and strategic community infrastructure necessary for job creation in åå

the North.
Eligible infrastructure projects include but are not limited to: industrial åå

parks, winter road projects, waterfront development, community facilities for 
economic development purposes (e.g. call centres).

Other projects considered necessary to further an economic goal or improve the 
quality of life in Northern Ontario may be reviewed on a case-by-case basis.

This is your opportunity to make infrastructure investments that could 
drive growth in your community for years to come.

We’re here to help you build for tomorrow.
So dream big.



Application Process
Application forms are available at www.nohfc.com or may be obtained from ServiceOntario and Ministry of Northern Development and Mines offices.
Applications will be reviewed on a first come first serve basis.
Program funding is limited. There is no guarantee that all applications meeting program criteria will be approved by the NOHFC.
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 Infrastructure Program Guidelines

Eligible infrastructure projects include but are not necessarily limited to:åå

Industrial parksåå
Winter roads projectsåå
Waterfront developmentåå
Infrastructure projects in support of long-term job creationåå
Community facilities (such as call centres) for economic development purposes.åå

Other community and/or regional infrastructure projects which, in the opinion of the Board, are considered åå
necessary to further an economic goal or improve the quality of life in Northern Ontario may be considered for 
approval on a case-by-case basis.

The NOHFC may consider making investments in projects that are eligible for assistance under other federal and/or åå
provincial programs. However, such contributions will only be considered where:

An approval of funding has already been made by the core programåå
An NOHFC investment is required to make the project viableåå
NOHFC assistance will not replace funding from other provincial or federal sources and will only be used to åå
reduce the client’s share of the costs.

Community Development Program Guidelines

Applications require support by a municipal council resolution, a band council resolution, a local services board åå
bylaw or other supporting document as appropriate. Applications will be assessed based on such factors as:

the significance of the project, number of jobs to be created, service being providedåå
financial capacity of the applicantåå
ability of the applicant to operate and maintain the completed projectåå
public benefitåå
adherence to program guidelinesåå
consistency with a community planning process such as business retention and expansion or the Investment åå
Readiness Test.

All buildings, facilities or land related to the project must be owned by the applicant or leased for a period åå
exceeding the life of the capital improvement, or for a shorter period if approved by the NOHFC.

Funding may be provided for buildings and other facilities, which can be considered part of the community åå
economic development infrastructure. However, it should be noted that the thrust of this component is economic in 
nature and is intended to support job creation rather than social, cultural or recreational goals.

Projects must provide new economic benefits. Projects which shift economic benefit from one part of the North to åå
another will not be considered.

NOHFC funding is not intended to replace other government programs. Where a project is considered the direct åå
responsibility of a federal or provincial department, ministry or agency, funding will not be provided, except 
possibly as additional assistance once approval is given by the lead agency.

Preference will be given to projects which demonstrate high levels of financial leverage and which provide åå
opportunities for investment from other partners.

All projects must have a solid, viable business plan which identifies technical, managerial and financial capacity.åå

NOHFC investment must be necessary to make the project viable, and ongoing initiatives must demonstrate åå
self-sustainability.


